THE   PRINCE   OF   ARGOT.

AZIM JAn, the. Prince of Aroot here mentioned, was the
great-grandson of Muhammad Ali, styled Wala-Jah, the
famous " Nabob of Arcot." After establishing themselves
at Delhi, the Muhammadan invaders of India were not
long in pushing their conquests further south. The
generals and viceroys in the Dakhan soon made them-
selves independent, but towards the end of the seventeenth
century the kingdoms they had established fell under the
dominion of Aurangzeb. In the year 1712, five years after
that Emperor's death, Asaf-Jah, the first Nizam, shook off
all imperial control, and commenced, in his turn, to appoint
deputies to rule in the countries below the Ghats. The
town of Arcot was occupied as the capital of this lower
province. Asaf-Jah died in 1748, having, four years
previously, established Anwarud-din-Khan as Nabob of
Arcot. A disputed succession to the throne of Asaf-Jah
brought the French on the scene. He left five sons; the
eldest held the highest offices at Delhi; the second, Nazir
Jang, accordingly proclaimed himself Nizam, but was
immediately opposed by his sister's son Muzaffar-Jang, who
claimed under an alleged will executed by his grandfather.
Muzaffar was joined by Chanda Sahib, who, as the
representative of a popular family, four of whom had
held the office of Nabob from 1710 to 1744, conceived
himself to have a better claim than Anwarud-din;
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